“With God Nothing Is Impossible” 2008

Isaiah 7:14—"“Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a
son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”

The Virgin Birth (Barna)

Three out of four adults (75%) said that they believe Jesus Christ was born to a virgin, Mary, as described in the
gospel narratives. Of the six Bible stories examined in the survey, this story was the most widely accepted.

A majority of all but one of the sixty population subgroups studied in the research took the virgin birth at face
value. The exception was atheists and agnostics (among whom just 15% said this really happened). Some people
groups in which a majority rejected every other Bible tested broke that pattern in relation to the virgin birth.
Mary’s virgin birth was accepted as literally true by two-thirds of upscale adults (66%) and by a bare majority of
the unchurched (53%). Even a strikingly large share of those who describe themselves as mostly liberal on political
and social issues (60%) adopted the biblical view of Christ's birth.

There was a poll taken by a sociologist named Jeffrey Haddan (“Prayer Net” Newsletter, Nov. 13, 1998)
in which he polled over 7,400 Protestant ministers. He found that 13% to 51% of ministers, depending
on their denomination, accepted Jesus' physical resurrection as a fact. His poll states between 19% and
60% of ministers believe in the virgin birth of Jesus. The poll goes on to say between 67% and 95% of
ministers believe that the Scriptures are true in faith, history, and practice. These statistics are extremely
despairing. What do these ministers think they are doing? What is their purpose? And, what are they
trying to accomplish in God’s Holy Church? If you are the church leadership and you do not believe in
the tenets of Scripture, you have no business being in leadership and certainly no business being the
Shepherd and teacher of the flock. What you are is a wolf in sheep's clothing, which will be harshly
judged by God.

We at FASICLD conducted a simpler internet poll in 2005 of 2,245 pastors and another 1050 in person by
our surveys in pastor’s conferences as seen above. Because we are reaching Reformed and conservative
Evangelicals, the stats are very different. We found that over 90% of pastors polled believe in the
resurrection, virgin birth, and the validity of Scriptures (we did not get into the various aspects of
inerrancy). The significant problem we found is the “buzz” or willingness to go beyond belief into trust,
and then model that to their congregations. Being beat up in the ministry wears them down and derails
their focus.

The result of both studies is this: the pastor must be theologically sound. A pastor who does not have a
good theology is like an engineer who does not know math; he or she would totally be unable to do the
job of designing. A pastor that is not theologically sound is like a surgeon who does not know anatomy
and physiology; would you want him or her to operate on you? Would you want a lawyer representing
you who does not know the law or the court system? When we are in the pulpit proclaiming the truth of
Christ, it better be just that—the truth of Christ, not our inclinations, new ideas, or the latest trend in
theological thinking. All these new waves of theology just confuse and alienate the body of Christ, who
are the parishioners we serve and are called to protect from false doctrine, rather leading to God's truth.
Most of these new ideas keep changing and conflicting, and only last a few years until the next latest
theological fad comes into play. Why play with the fire of that game when God’s truth remains the same
and only our creative thinking keeps changing? It's good to be creative as long as it does not go against
the teachings of Scripture!



“With God Nothing Is Impossible” 2008

Isaiah 7:14—"“Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a
son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”

Matthew 1:18, 22-23—“Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as His mother Mary was
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Ghost . . Now all
this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Behold, a
virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son.”

This is known as the incarnation. Christ was not a new being, but He appeared in human form. “The
Word was made flesh” (John 1:14). “Who being in the form of God thought it not robbery to be equal
with God: but made Himself of no reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made
in the likeness of men” (Philippians 2:6-7). “They shall call His name Emmanuel . . God with us”
(Matthew 1:23). So, you see, the Scriptures teach that Jesus was conceived by the Holy Spirit and born in
the flesh of a virgin.

we also find it in the creeds written by religious leaders in the early centuries. For example, in the
Apostle’s Creed, known also as the Roman Symbol, it is included. Perhaps we ought to say that this creed
cannot be traced back to the time of the apostles, nor even nearly to their day, but certainly was in
existence before the fourth century. It reads, “I believe in God Almighty and in Christ Jesus, his only Son,
our Lord who was born of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary

Similarly, the Council of Nicea in its Nicene Creed of 325 A.D., included the resurrection, “We believe in
one God the Father, All-Sovereign, maker of all things visible and invisible; and in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Son of God, begotten of the Father, only begotten, that is, of the substance of the Father, God of
God, Light of Light, True God of True Good, begotten not made, of one substance with the Father,
through whom all things were made, things in heaven and things on the earth; who for us men and for
our salvation came down and was made flesh, and became man

Lu 1:26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,

27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin's name was
Mary.

28 And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed
are you among women!"

Hail] Analogous to, Peace be to thee-May thou enjoy all possible blessings!

Highly favoured] As being chosen in preference to all the women upon earth, to be the mother of the
Messiah. Not the mother of God, for that is blasphemy.
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The Lord is with thee] Thou art about to receive the most convincing proofs of God's peculiar favour
towards thee.

Blessed art thou among women.] That is, thou art favoured beyond all others.

I. SHE WAS HIGHLY FAVORED
BECAUSE OF HER CHASTITY.

A. This was the most unique requirement of the prophecy in Isaiah.

Isaiah 7:14 Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a
son, and shall call his name Immanuel.

1. There would be nothing unusual in a young woman conceiving. This happens all the time.
2. There was no room for error.
3. She had to be pure.

C. Webster says that chastity is the abstention from unlawful sexual activity.

1. “She couldn’t have done it today.”
2. “She doesn’t live in a society like ours.”

a. Nazareth was a city of about 15-20,000.

b. It was located about seventy miles northeast of Jerusalem.

c. It sat on a hill overlooking the Roman Road that traveled between the cities of Tyre and Sidon
and Jerusalem.

d. Roman soldiers and Greek merchants traveled that road continually.

e. Nazareth was a stopover point between the two cities.

f. It was a hotbed of corruption.

3. Nathaniel said in John 1:46 And Nathanael said unto him, Can there any good thing come out of
Nazareth? Philip saith unto him, Come and see.

D. The Doctrine of the virgin birth is an underlying assumption in everything the Bible says about
Jesus.

1. To throw out the virgin birth is to reject Christ’s deity.

2. It is to reject the accuracy and the authority of Holy Scripture.

3. No issue is more important than the virgin birth to our understanding of who Jesus is.

4. Everything else the Bible teaches about Christ hinges on the truth we celebrate at Christmas—
that Jesus is God in human flesh.

5. The virgin birth is as crucial as the resurrection in substantiating His deity. It is not an optional
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truth.

6. Anyone who rejects Christ’s deity rejects Christ absolutely; even if he pretends otherwise. (1 John
4:1 KJV) Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits whether they are of God: because many
false prophets are gone out into the world. (1 John 4:2 KJV) Hereby know ye the Spirit of God: Every
spirit that confesseth that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of God: (1 John 4:3 KJV) And every spirit
that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this is that spirit of antichrist,
whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in the world.

a. The Pharisees in John 8:41 challenged his virgin birth then in verse 48 they accused him of
being a Samaritan and being demon possessed.
b. Contrast this with peters answer in Matthew 16:13-17 Who do men say that | the Son of Man

am?

1. SHE WAS “ HBECAUSEOF HER CONFORMVETDTO GOD’ S WI L L.

29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this
was.

30 Then the angel said to her, "Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.

31 "And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.

If our greatest need had been information, God would have sent us an educator; If our greatest need
had been technology, God would have sent us a scientist; If our greatest need had been money, God

would have sent us an economist; If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would have sent us an
entertainer; But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us a Savior.

Source Unknown.

32 "He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne
of His father David.

Verse 32. He shall be great] Behold the greatness of the man Christ Jesus:

1st. Because that human nature that should be born of the virgin was to be united with the Divine
nature.

2dly. In consequence of this, that human nature should be called in a peculiar sense the SON of the most
high God; because God would produce it in her womb without the intervention of man.
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3. He shall be the everlasting Head and Sovereign of his Church.

4thly. His government and kingdom shall be eternal. Revolutions may destroy the kingdoms of the earth,
but the powers and gates of hell and death shall never be able to destroy or injure the kingdom of
Christ. His is the only dominion that shall never have an end. The angel seems here to refer to

Isa 9:7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David
and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward,
even forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.

Isa 16:5 In mercy the throne will be established; And One will sit on it in truth, in the tabernacle of David,
Judging and seeking justice and hastening righteousness."

Jer 23:5 "Behold, the days are coming," says the LORD, "That | will raise to David a Branch of
righteousness; A King shall reign and prosper, And execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.

Da 2:44 "And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be
destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and consume all
these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever.

Da 7:14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and
languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And
His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.

33 "And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end."

34 Then Mary said to the angel, "How can this be, since | do not know a man?"

35 And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the
Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of
God.

Ge 1:2 The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the deep. And the Spirit
of God was hovering over the face of the waters.

1Ti 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh,
Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world, Received
up in glory.

Joh 1:2 He was in the beginning with God.
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Joh 1:14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the
only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

Col 1:16-18 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him
and for Him. And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. And He is the head of the body, the
church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the
preeminence.

Poems

Twas much,

that man was

made like God before,
But that God should
be like man

much more.

John Donne.

36 "Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth
month for her who was called barren.

Lu 1:25 "Thus the Lord has dealt with me, in the days when He looked on me, to take away my reproach
among people."

37 "For with God nothing will be impossible."

Ge 18:14 "Is anything too hard for the LORD? At the appointed time | will return to you, according to the
time of life, and Sarah shall have a son."

, Is any thing too hard for the Lord? As there can be no doubt that Mary perceived this allusion to the
promise and birth of Isaac, so she must have had her faith considerably strengthened by reflecting on
the intervention of God in that case.

If Your Face Is Towards Me

Do you feel insecure as we enter this Advent season? You do if your marriage is less than solid. You do if
your job is at risk. You might if you have medical problems. If you have lost a loved-one in the last year,
insecurity could be part of your grief.
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Pastor James Moore of Houston Texas tells a story about a young man whose wife had died, leaving him
with a small son. Back home from the cemetery, they went to bed early because there was nothing else
he could bear to do. As he lay there in the darkness--grief-stricken and heartbroken, the little boy broke
the stillness from his little bed with a disturbing question, “Daddy, where is mommy?”

The father got up and brought the little boy to bed with him, but the child was still disturbed and
restless, occasionally asking questions like “Why isn’t she here?” and When is she coming back?”

Finally the little boy said, “Daddy, if your face is toward me, | think | can go to sleep now. And in a little
while he was quiet. The father lay there in the darkness, and then in childlike faith, prayed this prayer:
"0 God, | don’t see how | can survive this. The future looks so miserable. But if your face is toward me,
somehow | think | can make it.”

That’s what the Messiah came to teach us: that God’s face is always towards us. Therefore, let the
Messiah replace your insecurity this Advent with the following bedrock conviction: God and you are in
this together. Nothing can happen that God and you together cannot manage. Nothing will ever be able
to separate you from his love. Now, that’s real security.

38 Then Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word." And
the angel departed from her.

Verse 38. Behold the handmaid of the Lord] | fully credit what thou sayest, and am perfectly ready to
obey thy commands, and to accomplish all the purposes of thy grace concerning me. It appears that at
the instant of this act of faith, and purposed obedience, the conception of the immaculate humanity of
Jesus took place; and it was DONE unto her according to his word. See

Lu 1:35 And the angel answered and said to her, "The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of
the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son
of God.

Early on, she must have realized that what was ahead for her had potential for great good, but also great
harm. Her culture was not as tolerant as ours when it came to unplanned pregnancies. And what would
Joseph say? He was a kind man, but would he believe her? And how long would it be before she began
to show? Elizabeth, her much older relative who lived in the hill country of Judea, was also going to have
a baby. The angel must have purposely revealed this to Mary. She would have to go and visit her. It
wouldn’t be an easy trip to make on her own, some eighty miles or so, but she had little choice. Mary
had to find a place where she could work through what was happening, where she could slow down the
racing that was going on in her mind and somehow find peace during this time of sudden confusion.

She did the right thing. Luke 1:39-45 reads,

39 Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah,
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With haste] This probably refers to nothing else than the earnestness of her mind to visit her relative
Elisabeth, and to see what the Lord had wrought for her.

40 and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth.

41 And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit.

Verse 41. Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost.] This seems to have been the accomplishment of the
promise made by the angel,

Lu 1:15 "For he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He
will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb.

42 Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, "Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb!

Verse 42. Blessed art thou among women] Repeating the words of the angel,

Lu 1:28 And having come in, the angel said to her, "Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you;
blessed are you among women!"

43 "But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me?

Verse 43. The mother of my Lord] The prophetic spirit, which appears to have overshadowed Elisabeth,
gave her a clear understanding in the mystery of the birth of the promised Messiah.

44 "For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb
for joy.

45 "Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from
the Lord."

Faith is here represented as the foundation of true happiness, because it receives the fulfiiment of God's
promises.

Whatever God has promised, he intends to perform.

We should believe whatever he has spoken-his own authority is a sufficient reason why we should
believe.
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Let us only be convinced that God has given the promise, and then implicit faith becomes an
indispensable duty: in this case not to believe implicitly would be absurd and unreasonable-God will
perform his promise, for HE cannot lie.

46 And Mary said: "My soul magnifies the Lord,

A. My soul doth magnify the Lord.

1. Magnify - to make conspicuous.
2. Who did she make conspicuous? The Lord!!

Verse 46. And Mary said] Two copies of the Itala, and some books mentioned by Origen, give this song to
Elisabeth. It is a counterpart of the song of Hannah, as related in

1Sa 2:1-10 And Hannah prayed and said: "My heart rejoices in the LORD; My horn is exalted in the
LORD. I smile at my enemies, Because | rejoice in Your salvation. "No one is holy like the LORD, For there
is none besides You, Nor is there any rock like our God. "Talk no more so very proudly; Let no arrogance
come from your mouth, For the LORD is the God of knowledge; And by Him actions are weighed. "The
bows of the mighty men are broken, And those who stumbled are girded with strength. Those who were
full have hired themselves out for bread, And the hungry have ceased to hunger. Even the barren has
borne seven, And she who has many children has become feeble. "The LORD kills and makes alive; He
brings down to the grave and brings up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; He brings low and lifts
up. He raises the poor from the dust And lifts the beggar from the ash heap, To set them among princes
And make them inherit the throne of glory. "For the pillars of the earth are the LORD'S, And He has set
the world upon them. He will guard the feet of His saints, But the wicked shall be silent in darkness. "For
by strength no man shall prevail. The adversaries of the LORD shall be broken in pieces; From heaven He
will thunder against them. The LORD will judge the ends of the earth. "He will give strength to His king,
And exalt the horn of His anointed."

This is allowed by many to be the first piece of poetry in the New Testament

lll. SHE WAS HIGHLY FAVORED BECAUSE OF HER CONFESSION OF PRAISE. VERSES 46-55. THE
“MAGNI FI CAT”

47 And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior.

B. “God my Savior”
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1. Mary was not sinless. She needed a savior.
2. Augustine said “Mary first conceived Christ in her
heart by faith before she conceived in the womb.”

48 For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; For behold, henceforth all generations will
call me blessed.

C. “For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden:”

1. This is her humility showing again.
2. Handmaiden. She was a slave for the Lord.

49 For He who is mighty has done great things for me, And holy is His name.

Ps 86:2 Preserve my life, for | am holy; You are my God; Save Your servant who trusts in You!

Ps 145:17 The LORD is righteous in all His ways, Gracious in all His works.

50 And His mercy is on those who fear Him From generation to generation.

51 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts.

Ex 15:16 Fear and dread will fall on them; By the greatness of Your arm They will be as still as a stone, Till
Your people pass over, O LORD, Till the people pass over Whom You have purchased.

52 He has put down the mighty from their thrones, And exalted the lowly.

53 He has filled the hungry with good things, And the rich He has sent away empty.

54 He has helped His servant Israel, In remembrance of His mercy,

Lu 1:55 As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever."
Conclusion:
Mary was indeed blessed “among women”. She had prepared herself to be used by God and then

allowed herself to be used by God. She had beauty of character.

She was highly favored because of:
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Her Chastity
Her Conformity to God’s will
Her Confession of faith in God’s will

This song properly consists of three parts.

1. In the first part Mary praises God for what he had done for herself,

Lu 1:46-50 And Mary said: "My soul magnifies the Lord, And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. For
He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; For behold, henceforth all generations will call me
blessed. For He who is mighty has done great things for me, And holy is His name. And His mercy is on
those who fear Him From generation to generation.

2. In the second, she praises him for what he had done, and would do, against the oppressors of his
people,

Lu 1:51-53 He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their
hearts. He has put down the mighty from their thrones, And exalted the lowly. He has filled the hungry
with good things, And the rich He has sent away empty.

3. In the third, she praises him for what he had done, and would do, for his Church,

Lu 1:53-56 He has filled the hungry with good things, And the rich He has sent away empty. He has
helped His servant Israel, In remembrance of His mercy, As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and to
his seed forever." And Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to her house.

55 As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever."
56 And Mary remained with her about three months, and returned to her house.

Imagine what the angels must have felt when they saw Jesus born in a stable.

The Christmas story is about more than a baby lying in a manger, shepherds, Taxes, angels singing the
glory song, Joseph and mary on a donkey, no room at the inn

It's about a God who so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in
him should not perish, but have everlasting life. Joh 3:16

The creator becoming one with the creature in order that we might be made righteous in Him.

Never before had the universe witnessed such love!
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Now the world that had been made a spectacle of the universe because of sin has become the greatest
example of Gods' love the worlds will ever know.

It's about the restoration of mankind by the only one who has power to restore; the creator of the
universe.

The King of the universe born in a lowly stable in Bethlehem and would one day give His life a randsom
for many.

There was once an Indian who was listening to the first missionary he had ever heard. The missionary
told the wonderful story of the birth of Jesus and of the visit of the wise men. The indian got up, put his
blanket before the missionary and said, "me give blanket to Jesus"Then the missionary told of how Jesus
loved and helped and healed sick people. The indian layed down his tomahawk and said, "Me give
tomahawk to Jesus."

The missionary went on to tell how Jesus suffered and died on the cross to save all men from sin. The
indian putput his bow and arrows before the missionary and said, "Me give bow and arrows to Jesus."

Finally the missionary told of how Jesus rose from the dead and is our living Lord and Saviour. The indian
came and stood before the Missionary and said, "Indian give himself to Jesus."

That is what we all should do.

Isaiah 7:14—"“Therefore the Lord Himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a
son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”

There Is Nothing Impossible With God!

Rahab the harlot was saved.

The Samaritan Woman at Jacob's well was saved.
Zacchaeus the Publican was saved.

The woman taken in adultery was saved.

The woman who was a sinner was saved.

The Jews of the captivity were saved.

Saul of Tarsus was saved.
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B. You, too, can be saved!

1. Believe unto righteousness (Romans 10:9-10).

2. Repent unto life (Acts 11:18).

3. Confess unto salvation (Romans 10:9,10).

4. Be baptized unto the remission of sins (Acts 2:38).



